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August 6, 2007
 Erin Brockovich to investigate Alcoa health complaints 
in Western Australia
Erin Brockovich, one of the world’s leading anti-pollution campaigners, will investigate her first ever case in Australia in an alliance with Shine Lawyers to examine complaints of health problems allegedly caused by the West Australian operations of Alcoa of Australia Ltd.
 Ms Brockovich and her law firm Masry & Vititoe agreed to review the case after being contacted by the residents of the Yarloop area who have suffered illness and injury, which they attribute to polluting emissions from Alcoa’s Wagerup alumina refinery. Masry & Vititoe have entered an alliance with leading Australian litigation firm Shine Lawyers to examine the evidence.
 “This case immediately interested me as it is similar to the anti-pollution actions I have been involved with in the US,” Ms Brockovich said. “I know how important this is to the people of Yarloop, who have suffered greatly from ill health and financial hardship.
 “Our job here is to investigate the complaints and to ascertain whether in law residents are entitled to compensation for their suffering and losses,” she said.
 For some time Yarloop residents have complained of respiratory problems, skin irritations, sore throats and eyes, extreme fatigue, mental dysfunction, stomach upset, blood noses, cancers and organ failure.
 Vince Puccio, Yarloop resident and chair of the Community Alliance for Positive Solutions action group, thanked Ms Brockovich for her interest in the case. He said that the residents of the town, about two-hours south of Perth, had reported suffering ill effects from emissions produced by the Wagerup plant.
 “The population of our town has dropped by a third since 2001 with many residents forced to leave for the sake of their health,” Mr Puccio said. “Our close-knit rural community is being destroyed and we want this addressed.”
Simon Morrison, a partner with Shine Lawyers, said Alcoa had purchased some properties around the refinery, but those it declined to acquire had suffered large falls in value. It is estimated that the number of people who have fallen ill or suffered property loss of value is in the hundreds.
Owners also faced costs associated with a sale and moving, while some cannot find buyers due to the reputation of the area.
“Alcoa has consistently denied it has done anything wrong at its Wagerup plant,” Mr Morrison said. “However, we have so far interviewed a number of people affected and are sufficiently encouraged to continue with our investigation.
Ms Brockovich and Shine Lawyers will complete a full investigation of the claims before deciding how to proceed.
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